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MEMORANDUM: 
 
 
TO: Phil Kern 

FROM: Alan Brixius 

DATE: April 22, 2019 

RE: Delano Rental Housing Code 

FILE NO: 175.01  18.18  

  

  

BACKGROUND:  
 
The Planning Commission and City Staff have been reviewing rental housing codes to 
ensure that Delano’s is up to date with regulations as well as introduce a short-term 
rental housing ordinance. Providing a short-term rental housing ordinance would 
establish regulations for properties in the city that are intended to be rented 
recreationally for under 30 consecutive days. The popularity of websites such as VRBO, 
Airbnb and the like are introducing a new form of lodging options in cities, bringing up a 
need for regulation. Updates are also needed to the current rental housing code 
suggested by City Staff and are outlined below.  
 
The following changes are requested by City Staff:  
 
1. Removing the Disorderly Conduct from the long-term rental code. The City would be 
reliant on the landlord and Delano Police to deal with disorderly tenants.   
 
2. Retaining the disorderly conduct language for the Short-Term rentals. This would be 
added protection from party houses and neighborhood nuisances generated by short-
term tenants intended on having a wild weekend. 
 
3. Adding a new section in city code that addresses tenant complaints. 
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Attachments:  
 
Exhibit A: Rental Housing Code 
Exhibit B: Short-Term Rental Housing Code 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
In response to the Planning Commission’s and City Staff’s requests, the following draft 
ordinances with the requested changes have been prepared and are as follows:  
 
Long-Term Rental: 
 

1. We removed the disorderly behavior provisions from this draft code. Disorderly 
behavior of long – term tenants will be dealt with by the Delano Police and / or 
the landlord.  The City will not monitor this behavior as part of rental housing 
code. 
 

2. A new subdivision has been added to the City Code, Subd. 9. Inspections and 
Investigations. This section has been added to establish a process for reacting to 
tenant complaints. This section requires the tenant to notify the landlord of 
dwelling unit deficiencies before complaining to the city. Complaints must be in 
writing and the process establishes a timeframe of landlord response. This 
section also established the city response to unaddressed complaints. 

 
 
Short-Term Rental: 
 
Short-Term rental properties are to be regulated separate from long-term rental 
properties and follow their own specific regulations. A short-term rental housing 
ordinance was drafted and can be found in Exhibit B attached to this report. The short-
term rental ordinance incorporates sections including general requirements and license 
issuance, performance standards, disorderly behavior, enforcement, revocation, 
inspections, etc.  
 
 

1. The disorderly behavior section that is currently in the long-term rental housing 
code will be moved to the short-term rental code. This expands the range of 
disorderly behavior and describes the violations shall be based on the 
preponderance of the evidence and not reliant on criminal charges being brought 
forward.  

  
 This was added to the Short-Term code recognizing the potential of nuisance 
 issues arising from short-term tenants who rent a home for recreational purposes 
 rather than for long-term residency. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that Delano’s Rental Housing Ordinance is updated to reflect 
provisions made by other communities along with city staff suggestions and comments. 
The adoption of a new Section of City Code referring to short-term rental housing is 
essential when regulating properties available for rent for up to 30 consecutive days.  
 


