
Where can I find someone to          
notarize a document?  Is it the local 

banks that offer the service?

EVENT OVERVIEW

ALISHA ELY:  We offer notary services here at City Hall!  There 
are multiple employees with the capability to notarize any 
document for you in both City Hall and Motor Vehicle.  There 
is never a fee charged for this service and you do not have 
to be a Delano resident.  As a reminder, you will need photo 
identification (driver’s license, passport, etc) for us to view.  In 
addition, make sure you have not signed the document prior 
to coming to City Hall.  We are notarizing you physically sign-
ing the document in front of us.  As always, please feel free to 
reach out to us with any questions, we are happy to help!  

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Do you have a question that you would like answered by City 
Hall?  Are you looking for the answer to something around 
town but just don’t know where to turn?  Submit questions and 
comments to us and look to be featured in an upcoming news-
letter or digest issue!  Email inquires to aely@delano.mn.us or 
submit your question via social media.  The City looks forward 
to answering your questions.
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR:
DALE GRAUNKE:  October is fire prevention month.  Fire is FAST.  
Did you know, having a working smoke alarm provides you a 50% 
better chance of surviving a fire?  A home fire is reported every 
88 seconds according to NFPA.  Time is imperative when there is 
a fire.  In two minutes, a fire can become life-threatening.  Within 
five minutes, an entire home can be engulfed in flames!  Stay-
ing safe from a fire begins at home with you.  Some of the most 
common causes of fires at home include clothing dryers, children 
and pets, electrical appliances, flammable liquids such as gas and 
paint, smoking, portable space heaters and fireplaces. Now is a 
great time to remember to replace batteries in smoke detectors 
and carbon monoxide detectors, replace smoke alarms that are 
over ten years old, install fire extinguishers or check to make 
sure the current ones you have are working properly, go over exit 
routes with family members and have a plan in place of what to 
do if a fire were to ever happen in your home and practice it with 
all family members.  Make sure windows are not nailed down or 
painted shut.   Everyone at home should be familiar with basic 
home fire procedures.    I know it seems easy to overlook safety 
tips that seem like they may be common sense, especially with 
how busy everyone is this time of year.  Delano is proud to have 
such wonderful volunteer firefighters to help our citizens and sur-
rounding cities in times of need, but putting these tips into place 
could potentially minimize the risk and reduce the chances of a fire 
starting in your home.  Delano wants all residents to practice fire 
safety!  It is a good reminder that you can never be too safe when 
it comes to fire prevention.  

Statistics and information gathered from safehome.org

6 Fire Prevention Week Kickoff 
October 6 - October 12

Halloween - Be Safe!

7:00 p.m. - City Council Meeting

7:00 p.m. - Spirit of Community 
Commission Meeting

7:00 p.m. - Planning                
Commission Meeting

7:00 p.m. - City Council Meeting

7:00 p.m. - City Council Special 
Workshop

6:00 p.m. - Water, Light and 
Power Commission

7:00 p.m. - Park annd Recreation 
Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m. - School Board 
Meeting

31
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. - DACC Local 
Business Trick-or-Treat Event 

30 8:15 a.m. - Senior Center Trip to 
St. Paul Ghosts & Graves Tour 



Insight from the Heritage Center Open Houses 

One of the goals identified by the City of Delano during the 
2019 Executive Staff Retreat was to identify the purpose 
or rehabilitation of the Heritage Center. As part of this goal 
the City began an engagement and outreach process to 
gather community feedback regarding the future use and 
function of the building. As part of this process, the City 
offered two open houses of the Heritage Center and devel-
oped an online survey to gather information on the publics 
perception of the building, and their opinion on its current 
challenges and potential opportunities. 

Overall, the online survey a high response rate with a total 
of 171 responses! Library, Events, Meetings, and Commu-
nity Building were amongst the words most frequently 
used by participants to describe their experiences with the 
Heritage Center.   

We also received a number of suggestions regarding opportunities for the building or its site. Responses primarily covered 
Future Use, Demolition and Selling. Most respondents saw the building’s opportunity as a gathering space for the community. 
People see value in having the space renovated for continued used for meetings and clubs. Several responses also mention it 
could provide a gathering space for Delano youth. Suggestions for future retail opportunities for the building included convert-
ing it into a Restaurant, Apartment, Boutique, Bed and Breakfast and/or Coffee Shop. A lesser number of respondents was unin-

terested in having the City keep or salvage the building, with a 
significant number of respondents still unsure about the future 
of the space.  

Community feedback is a crucial part of this project and the City 
is thankful to all those who took the time to take the survey. As 
for the next steps, City Council will await the submission of more 
bids to address the building’s current structural issues before 
moving forward. 

Challenges for the Heritage Center:  
• Building's Age
• Associated Maintenance/Repairs 
• Overall Cost
• Accessibility/Need for an Elevator
• Structural Upkeep and Continued Repairs    
• Steep Stairs that lead to the second floor 
• Costs to get the Building up to code
• Limited amount of available space
• Need to establish a true purpose for the building

Advantages of the Heritage Center:  
• Value in History of the Building
• Value in the Heritage of the Building
• Building’s architecture and different functions over 

time make it a piece of Delano history
• Asset as Community Gathering Space
• Downtown Anchor
• Valuable as a space for social gatherings and meetings. 
• Current Museum Location


