
City Council: 
 Mayor: Dale J. Graunke 
 Council Members: Betsy Stolfa  Derek Schansberg 

Dan Vick Jack Russek  

 Council meets on the First and Third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM  

City of Delano 
234 2nd Street North 
PO Box 108 
Delano, MN  55328 

Advisory Boards: 

 Park and Recrea on Commission meets the fourth Wednesday of each month.
 Planning Commission meets the second Monday of each month.
 Public Safety Commission meets on the fourth Monday of each month.
 Water, Light and Power Commission meets the third Monday of each month.

The hours of service for the Delano Helping Hands Food Shelf will 
change slightly during the months of November and December and 
January due to renova ons of the Community Ed building.  For exact 
dates and mes of hours of opera on, visit the City website or contact 
the food shelf.  Please help spread the word during the busy holiday 
season.   

Delano Helping Hands Food Shelf Hours 

It’s that time of year again. 
The temperature is cold, the 
wind is blowing, and the snow 
is falling.  It’s also the time 
when we start to see City snow 

plows driving through our streets. 
  During a snow event, Public Works crews work 
hard to quickly remove snow and ice from City 
streets and make them safer and usable for our 
residents.  But did you know the City crews rely 
on its residents for quick and efficient snow re-
moval? 
 When vehicles are parked along City streets 
during the overnight hours and during heavy 
snow fall events, Crews cannot safely and com-
pletely plow and de-ice the city streets.  Because 
of this, the City enforces a Snow Season Parking 
and Snow Accumulation Ordinance.   
 During the months of November 1 – April 1, 
parking is not allowed on City streets during the 
hours of 2 a.m. – 7 a.m.  In addition, during sig-
nificant snow fall events (2”+) parking is prohibit-
ed on City streets until the road has been fully 
cleared.   Twenty four hour parking is allowed in 
public parking lots.  Residents need to move their 
vehicles within the 24 hour period. This allows 
crews to clear the lots of ice and snow. 
 Also, as a courtesy to the crews, we ask all 
items be removed from curbs and off the street 
including basketball hoops, garbage and recycling 
bins, and any other personal belongings.  Remov-
ing these items will allow crews to plow curb-to-
curb and not damage your personal property. 
 Together we all can do our part to make the 
streets safer during this winter season.  Thanks 
for doing your part!  

Contact us at (763)972‐0550  |  www.delano.mn.us 
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City Hall/Motor Vehicle Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

7:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
Tuesday 

7:30 AM - 7:00 PM 
Friday 

8:00 AM - 12 Noon 

Delano Senior Center 
Monday-Thursday 
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday 
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

For more hours and informa on visit: 
www.delano.mn.us 
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City of Delano Mission: 
The mission of the City of Delano is to 
con nue to provide the highest quality 
public services that effec vely address 
changing ci zen and community needs 
in a fiscally responsible and friendly 
manner. 

 The City Council approved a preliminary tax levy for 2014 that would keep 
the City’s tax levy at $2,649,780; same as the levy for 2013.  Staff and Council 
will con nue discussion on the proposed tax levy and budget for 2014 when 
it meets for a workshop session at 7:00p.m., Tuesday, November 26, 2013. 
Then the City will hold a public hearing concerning the 2014 budget and tax 
levy at 7:00p.m., Tuesday, December 3, 2013.  Final approval is slated for the 
mee ng on December 17, 2013.  Comments or sugges ons are welcomed at 
any of these mee ngs or can be directed to Brian Bloch, Finance Director, 
763-972-0584 or bbloch@delano.mn.us. 
 One of the key objec ves for 2014 was funding future street reconstruc-

on projects.  The 2013 budget included $80,000 for this program and the 
2014 budget fully funds another $160,000 to these efforts.  Fully funding this 
program would eliminate the need for the City to incur expenditures for 
bond issuances when streets are rehabilitated in future years. 
 Included in expected revenues for 2014 is $177,705 in Local Government 
Aid (LGA).  The City last received LGA in 2009 when it only received $105,842. 
 The City’s General Fund budget is expected to increase by $188,259 from 
where it was in 2013.  $80,000 of this is related to the increase for funding 
future street rehabilita on projects as noted above.  Another $86,688 is re-
lated to opera ons.  The largest increase in General Fund opera ons is ex-
pected in the supplies and materials area which will see a 12.2 percent in-
crease or $31,710 over 2013 levels.   
 The City’s General Fund con nues to rely in part on funding from the City’s 
Liquor Store to supplant some of needed property tax revenues.  Over the 
past ten years the Liquor Store has funded the General Fund and Park pro-
jects to the tune of $954,925. 
 The preliminary tax levy approved in September and noted above is what is 
used to prepare the “2014 Proposed Property Tax” no ce that property own-
ers should be receiving from the County in the mail later in November.  This 
no ce shows the effect of all (County, City, and School) proposed tax levies 
for 2014.  The final 2014 tax levy won’t be approved un l December 17.   
 Keep in mind that once the final levy is approved it will be collected; how-
ever once the final budget is approved it does not mean that the money is 
spent.  The 2014 budget will be used as a guide to City spending throughout 
2014. 



 Are you flushing that ‘flushable’ wipe?   
  ...If so, please stop. 
 

 Flushable wipes—they’re becoming increasingly popular 
within many households throughout Minnesota and within 
the City of Delano.  The product appeals to consumers in 
part because the manufacturer’s claim that they can be con-
veniently flushed down the toilet.   
 Sounds great, right?  Well, not so much.  These wipes may 
go down the toilet, but even those that are labeled flushable 
aren’t breaking down as they course through the sewer sys-
tem.  The cloth-like material of flushable wipes does not 
break down like toilet paper and can block sewer lines, clog 
equipment and increase the City of Delano’s maintenance 
and repair costs. 
 It’s ge ng to be a problem within the City and has be-
come worse in recent years.  Ideally, only toilet paper 
should be flushed down the system, and all other wipes 
should be disposed of properly. 
 As a result, the City of Delano is asking that its residents 
do not flush disposable and ‘flushable’ wipes down the toi-
let.  To best aid our infrastructure, try bagging the wipes and 
disposing of them in a trash bin.  Doing so can save the City 
and its residents me and money, and prevent messy and 
costly sewer backups for homeowners. 

Have you visited the  
Delano Public Library lately?   

If not, you are missing out!  You may already know about its 
easy access to over 800,000 items - but the Delano Public Li-
brary also offers a variety of classes, workshops and art exhib-
its.  For more informa on, visit their website at 
www.griver.org or call them directly at 763-972-3467.   

Here’s a sample of upcoming events: 

Intergenera onal Holiday Celebra on 
Saturday, December 7 
 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Celebrate “Old Fashioned Christmas” at the library.  Drop in 
any me and join Jan Johnson to create a beau ful ornament 
to decorate your holiday tree.  This ac vity is for all ages and 
anymore may par cipate, but we request that children be ac-
companied by an adult.  Refreshments will be served. 

Holiday Stories 
Tuesday, December 10  
 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

Join Joan Zimmerman for a story me plum full of holiday 
cheer and fun.  Call to register. 

Make Tracks to your Library  Winter Reading Program.   
January 2, 2014 - February 22, 2014 

All teens and adults are welcome to join us for this wonderful 
program at the library.  Read library books and win prizes.  So 
easy winter will fly by! 

 

Old Fashioned Christmas! 
Saturday, December 7, 2013 

10 a.m. ‐ 3 p.m. 
 

   Downtown Delano will be the site for the 5th 
annual Old-Fashioned Christmas.  The Delano Area 
Council for Arts and Culture sponsors this free, 
family event to be held on December 7, 2013 
from 10 a.m. ‐ 3 p.m.  An Art Walk with almost 20 
local and area ar sts is the highlight of the event.  
The ar sts will exhibit and sell their art in down-
town businesses.  Other Delano businesses and 
organiza ons contribute to the success of the 
event also.  

   Ac vi es for all ages are planned for the day.  
Children can make a holiday ornament at the Dela-
no Library, and the very youngest family members 
can have “tea” and hear a story at the ECFE Teddy 
Bear Tea in the Community Ed building.  City Hall 
will be open all day for informa on and a place to 
warm up.  The Big Woods Garden Club will be 
there with a winter bulb giveaway. 

   The Senior Center will be open all day and the 
Senior Choir and Story Theater will offer a musical 
program tled “Sing Along with Your Favorite 
Christmas Characters”.  Senior cra ers and bakers 
will have their items for sale in the Senior Center. 

   A local church choir and Delano High School 
singers will provide holiday music outdoors.  Stu-
dent instrumental ensembles will entertain in sites 
indoors.  A bell choir from an area church will play 
holiday music in the Senior Center and Victorian 
era costumed street performers will interact with 
visitors throughout the downtown. 

   Love INC gi  shop and the Rivertown Bou que 
will be open for business from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Santa will be at Love INC and they are sponsoring a 
carriage ride.  Adults who visit all the ar sts can 
submit their stamped schedule for a drawing for 
prizes of art from the exhibi ng ar sts.  Children 
can also par cipate in a treasure hunt. 

   Mark your calendar for this annual holiday 
event in downtown Delano on Saturday, Decem‐
ber 7! 

     This  ac vity  is  funded,  in  part,  by  an  appropria on 
from  the Minnesota  State  Legislature  through a  grant 
from  the Central MN Arts Board, with money  from  the 
State’s general fund. 

Commission Openings:   
 
Would you like to serve your community and work 
with the City of Delano?  The City of Delano has vacan-
cies on the following commissions beginning February 
28, 2014: 
 
Park and Recrea on advises the Council on both long 
and short term park management and construc on for 
the City.  (Two vacancies.) 
 

Planning Commission prepares and maintains the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan.  They are also responsible 
for making recommenda ons to the Council involving 
any plat approvals, zoning amendments, re-zoning, 
variances, appeals, and other ma ers.  (Two vacan‐
cies.) 
 

Public Safety Commi ee reviews and provides rec-
ommenda ons on many aspects of safety around the 
City.  (Three vacancies.) 
 

Water, Light and Power Commission operates and 
directs the City water and electric u li es.  (Two va‐
cancies.) 
 
Log on to the City’s website (www.delano.mn.us) to 
read the posi on descrip ons and fill out an applica-

on.  Applica ons will be accepted un l Friday, De-
cember 13, at 12:00 Noon. 

  Senior Center Events: 

City Hall will be closed the following dates: 
 

 The field is ready for games ‐  
    and more fun! 
The City of Delano is proud to announce the comple on of 
the new athle c field at Barb King Inspira on Park. The field 
will be able to accommodate various sports and ac vi es in-
cluding soccer, lacrosse and football.  The City was able to save 
money crea ng the field by using le over dirt and resources 
from the recent street reconstruc on project.  30 lilac plants 
have been donated to the Park and will be planted around the 
field to add to the beauty of the park and prevent balls that 
are in play on the field from leaving.  If you haven’t already 
gone - go check it out! 

Senior Center Holiday Open House! 
 Tuesday, December 17 — 9:00 a.m. ‐ 11:30 a.m. 
 

The community is invited to join in the fes vi es of the 
Holiday Season at the Delano Senior Center.  Bring your 
friends for homemade treats, coffee, hot cider, while be-
ing entertained by local pianists and the Delano Senior 
Singers. 
 

New Years Eve Celebra on! 
 Tuesday, December 31 — 12:00 Noon 
 

Count down to noon!  Followed by lunch and entertain-
ment by local musician, Mike Merriman.  Call the Center 
for reserva ons:  763-972-0574. 

Two Buck Tuesday 
 Tuesday, January 14 — 12:00 Noon 
 

Sponsored by the Delano Golden Living Center.  Enjoy a 
meal and entertainment for $2.00.  Reserva ons are 
required— 763-972-0574. 
 

Ready Readers Book Club 
 Wednesday, January 15 — 10:30 a.m. 
 

The Ready Readers Book Club host local author Dale 
Swanson who will speak on his book “The 39th Man”.  A 
historical novel about the Minnesota Dakota War of 
1862.  The public is invited to a end.  Copies of his 
book will be available to check out at the Delano Senior 
Center. 

•  Thursday, November 28 & Friday, November 29 
 Thanksgiving Holiday 
•  Tuesday, December 24 & Wednesday, December 25 
 Christmas Holiday 

 •  Wednesday, January 1, 2014 
  New Years Day 
 •  Monday, January 20, 2014 
  Mar n Luther King Jr. Day 

Looking for informa on on Delano? 
 

“Like” us on Facebook!   
Follow us on Twi er! 

 
City of Delano Website: 

www.delano.mn.us  
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 Public Safety Commission meets on the fourth Monday of each month. 
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dates and mes of hours of opera on, visit the City website or contact 
the food shelf.  Please help spread the word during the busy holiday 
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It’s that time of year again.  
The temperature is cold, the 
wind is blowing, and the snow 
is falling.  It’s also the time 
when we start to see City snow 

plows driving through our streets. 
  During a snow event, Public Works crews work 
hard to quickly remove snow and ice from City 
streets and make them safer and usable for our 
residents.  But did you know the City crews rely 
on its residents for quick and efficient snow re-
moval? 
 When vehicles are parked along City streets 
during the overnight hours and during heavy 
snow fall events, Crews cannot safely and com-
pletely plow and de-ice the city streets.  Because 
of this, the City enforces a Snow Season Parking 
and Snow Accumulation Ordinance.   
 During the months of November 1 – April 1, 
parking is not allowed on City streets during the 
hours of 2 a.m. – 7 a.m.  In addition, during sig-
nificant snow fall events (2”+) parking is prohibit-
ed on City streets until the road has been fully 
cleared.   Twenty four hour parking is allowed in 
public parking lots.  Residents need to move their 
vehicles within the 24 hour period. This allows 
crews to clear the lots of ice and snow. 
 Also, as a courtesy to the crews, we ask all 
items be removed from curbs and off the street 
including basketball hoops, garbage and recycling 
bins, and any other personal belongings.  Remov-
ing these items will allow crews to plow curb-to-
curb and not damage your personal property. 
 Together we all can do our part to make the 
streets safer during this winter season.  Thanks 
for doing your part!  
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program would eliminate the need for the City to incur expenditures for 
bond issuances when streets are rehabilitated in future years. 
 Included in expected revenues for 2014 is $177,705 in Local Government 
Aid (LGA).  The City last received LGA in 2009 when it only received $105,842. 
 The City’s General Fund budget is expected to increase by $188,259 from 
where it was in 2013.  $80,000 of this is related to the increase for funding 
future street rehabilita on projects as noted above.  Another $86,688 is re-
lated to opera ons.  The largest increase in General Fund opera ons is ex-
pected in the supplies and materials area which will see a 12.2 percent in-
crease or $31,710 over 2013 levels.   
 The City’s General Fund con nues to rely in part on funding from the City’s 
Liquor Store to supplant some of needed property tax revenues.  Over the 
past ten years the Liquor Store has funded the General Fund and Park pro-
jects to the tune of $954,925. 
 The preliminary tax levy approved in September and noted above is what is 
used to prepare the “2014 Proposed Property Tax” no ce that property own-
ers should be receiving from the County in the mail later in November.  This 
no ce shows the effect of all (County, City, and School) proposed tax levies 
for 2014.  The final 2014 tax levy won’t be approved un l December 17.   
 Keep in mind that once the final levy is approved it will be collected; how-
ever once the final budget is approved it does not mean that the money is 
spent.  The 2014 budget will be used as a guide to City spending throughout 
2014. 




