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Guide to Absentee Voting  

Important 2010 Electi on Year Dates:

State Primary:  
Tuesday, August 10, 2010

Absentee Balloti ng Period for t B ll ti P i d f
State Primary: June 25 – August 9

• By mail or in-person at your county
auditor’s and some city clerk’s
offi  ces, during regular business business sines
hours.

•    Also on Saturday, August 7urdarday, AuguAugusst ust 
      between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. n 110 a.m..m. a d 3 p.nd 3 p.m

General Electi on:Elelecti onon:
Tuesday, November 2, 2010ay,y, Novoveem 20102, 2010

Absentee Balloti ng Period for sesenteeee ododer  foroti ng Peoti ng Pe
General Electi on: Sept. 17 – Nov. 1Geenerara teSep 1 1– Nov– Nov. 17 – Nov. 1Electi Electi on S: S

• • By mail or in-person at your countyinin on aon aperson at your our uour By mailmail o
auditor’s and some city clerk’ss ome cit clerk’nd soauditoaudito
offi  ces, during regular business d neinessinessr busineduring reguoffi  ceoffi  ce
hours.hohou

• • Also on Saturday, October 31o o y, Oct r 31ober ctober n SaturdayAlsAls
      between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. tw m. and 3 p.m.mp meen 10 a.m      be

In the seven days preceding an electi on through 
2 p.m. on Electi on Day, voters may ask a 
person they know to be their “designated 
agent” to pick up their ballot and bring it to 
them and return it. To be an agent, a person 
must be at least 18 years old, have a pre-existi ng                 
relati onship with the voter and cannot be a 
candidate. No individual may be an agent of 
more than three voters in an electi on. An agent 
may bring a ballot to a voter if the voter is one of 
the following:

• pati ent in a health care facility 
• disabled or has an incapacitati ng 
      health issue 
• resident of a group home
• resident of a shelter for batt ered women
• resident of an assisted living facility 

Ballots must be returned to your local 
electi on offi  cial’s offi  ce by 3 p.m. on 
Electi on Day. 

You must complete a form to let local electi on 
offi  cials know that you have designated a person 
as your agent.  To obtain a form, visit: 
www.sos.state.mn.us or call  651-215-1440 or 
1-877-600-8683 (toll free). 

when you cannot get to your polling place

Note: This information is intended 
as a guide to domestic absentee 
voting. A guide to voting absentee 
for Minnesotans serving overseas 
and in the military is available at 
www.sos.state.mn.us or calling 
651-215-1440.

Voti ng Absentee Using a 
Designated Agent

•  A tribal ID card containing your name,  
      current address, signature and photo 
      (tribe must be recognized by the BIA).

•   A "Noti ce of Late Registrati on" you receive
        from your county auditor or city clerk.

•   If you moved to a new residence within      
your same precinct or changed your name,   
a current voter registrati on in the precinct.

•  Vouching: an employee of a residenti al           
         facility where you reside (nursing home,  
         group home, batt ered women's shelter, 
         homeless shelter, etc.) who will confi rm  
         your address with a signed oath.

Accepted proofs of residence (conti nued):

•  A yellow receipt for a valid Minnesota   
         driver’s license, Minnesota ID card, or 
         permit with current address. 

• Vouching: a registered voter in your 
        precinct who will confi rm your address  
       with a signed oath.

Offi  ce of the 
Minnesota Secretary of State

180 State Offi  ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Marti n Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Saint Paul, MN 55155 

Phone: 651-215-1440
Toll free: 1-877-600-8683

Minnesota Relay Service: 711
Web sites:  mnvotes.org

www.sos.state.mn.us 
E-mail: electi ons.dept@state.mn.us

Absentee Ballot Processing

Your ballot will be processed within days of 
arrival and you will be noti fi ed if there is a 
problem. 



Voti ng Absentee

Minnesota voters who are unable to get to their 
polling places on Electi on Day can sti ll parti cipate 
in our democracy and vote. The process is called 

voti ng by absentee ballot.

Minnesota voters may vote by absentee ballot for 
one of the following reasons: 

Prior to a primary or general electi on, Minnesota 
voters may choose to vote absentee by mail, in 
person, or by using a designated agent. 

Voti ng Absentee by Mail

Follow these steps to complete your absentee 
ballot by mail: 

1.  Obtain an absentee ballot applicati on. Visit 
      www.sos.state.mn.us to download and print
      an applicati on or contact your county auditor
      or municipal clerk directly to obtain an 
      applicati on. 

      Note:    Voters serving in the military or those
                    outside of the U.S., visit: 
                    minnesota.overseasvotefoundati on.org  
                    to complete your absentee ballot           

            request.

To vote in Minnesota, you must be registered. 
If you are not registered to vote at your current 
address, you can sti ll apply for an absentee ballot.  
A voter registrati on applicati on will be included in 
the materials you receive to cast your absentee 
ballot. You will need to return your completed 
voter registrati on applicati on with your ballot. 

Eligible photo IDs: Minnesota driver's 
license, Minnesota ID card, U.S. 
passport, U.S. military ID card, 
Minnesota college/university student 
ID card, or tribal ID with your signature 
issued by a tribe recognized by Bureau 
of Indian Aff airs "BIA" 

Eligible documents with current 
address: current student fee 
statement, an original uti lity bill due 
30 days before or aft er the electi on, 
or a rent statement that shows uti lity 
expenses.  Eligible uti lity bills: gas, 
electric, solid waste, water, sewer, 
phone, cell phone, television, or 
internet service provider.

• A valid MN driver's license, MN ID card, 
                or permit with current address.

• A photo ID that does not have your 
               current address along with a document 
               that does have your current address.

3.  Upon receipt of your completed applicati on, 
your absentee ballot and materials will be 
mailed to you as soon as ballots become 

      available—46 days before the primary and 46
      days before Electi on Day.  If you are not         

registered to vote, the materials will include a 
voter registrati on applicati on. 

4.   Follow the instructi ons provided in your 
      absentee ballot materials to complete the
      process successfully. You will need a witness 
      to certi fy that your ballot was delivered to
      you blank and that you marked your ballot in
      private. This witness can be anyone 
      registered to vote in Minnesota, including your
      spouse or relati ve; a notary public; or a person
      with the authority to administer oaths.

2.  Complete and return the applicati on as soon as 
possible. You may submit your applicati on by 
mail, fax or as a scanned image att ached to an 
e-mail.

5.  Return your absentee ballot materials by 
      Electi on Day to your local electi on offi  ce. There   
      are several delivery opti ons:

• Send your ballot materials back using U.S. 
mail or a package delivery service;

• Return your ballot in person by 5 p.m. on   
      the day before the electi on; or

• Ask someone to return your ballot for you 
before 3 p.m. on Electi on Day (this person 

      cannot deliver more than three ballots).

Voter Registrati on

Where: 
•   Your county auditor's offi  ce
•   Many municipal clerk’s offi  ces

When: 

• 46-day period before a primary or 
       general electi on
• Monday – Friday during normal 
       business hours 
• Last Saturday before Electi on Day  
       (10 a.m. – 3 p.m.) 
• Day before Electi on Day (unti l 5 p.m.)

Voti ng Absentee In Person

What to expect: 
Arrive at your county auditor's, city or township 
clerk’s offi  ce during one of the above designated 
ti mes.

The electi on offi  cial will provide you with 
absentee ballot materials to complete. If you are 
not already registered to vote at your current 
address, you will need to fi ll out a Voter 
Registrati on Applicati on and show proof of 
residence. 

Note:    Your ballot may not be delivered directly 
              to your polling place. 

• absence from the precinct (away from home)

• illness or disability

• serving as an electi on judge in another precinct

• religious discipline, observance or holiday

• eligible emergency declared by the governor 
or quaranti ne declared by the federal or state            
government. 

If you have any questi ons, the att ending electi on 
offi  cial is there to provide you further assistance. 

(Conti nued on back of brochure)

Note:    An individual with power of att orney for  
              another does not have the authority to 
              vote on behalf of the person under their 
              care. A person with power of att orney 
              may only sign for the voter in the voter’s 
              presence.

For voters registering in person, accepted proofs 
of residence:

Note:    Absentee ballot ti melines may vary for   
              March township electi ons and special 
              electi ons. 


