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CHAPTER 8  NUISANCES AND PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE 
OFFENSES 

 
SECTION 801.01. PUBLIC NUISANCE AFFECTING HEALTH.  The following are 
hereby declared to be public nuisances affecting health: 
 

1. Exposed decayed or unwholesome food, and decayed vegetable matter, unless 
contained within a composting area approved by the Council. 

2. Diseased animals; 

3. All ponds or pools of stagnant water; 

4. Carcasses of animals not properly and legally buried or destroyed within 24 hours 
after death; 

5. Accumulations of manure, refuse, open food packaging, or other debris; 

6. The discharge, disposal, accumulation, or collection of sewage or industrial waste 
in violation of Chapter 6 of this Code; 

7. Privy vaults or garbage cans which are not completely sealed, rodent-free and fly-
tight or which are maintained so as to constitute a health hazard or to emit foul 
and disagreeable odors; 

8. The pollution of any public well or cistern, stream or lake, canal or body of water 
by sewage, industrial waste, or other substances; 

9. All noxious weeds, any weeds in excess of 10 inches in height, and other rank 
growths of vegetation upon public or private property; 

10. Dense smoke, noxious fumes or gases and soot, or cinders, sufficient to make the 
occupancy of property uncomfortable to a person of ordinary sensibilities.; 

11. All facilities or conditions contributing to the spread of a contagious disease; 

12. Any trade or business not licensed by the City. 

13. The influence from any cesspool, septic tank, drain field or sewage disposal 
system discharging upon the surface of the ground. 

14. Breeding sites of the aedes triseriatus (tree hole mosquito), including unused tires 
(not mounted on wheels), pots, pans, cans, pails, bottles and other containers left 
outdoors in which water or debris may accumulate. 

SECTION 801.02. PUBLIC NUISANCES AFFECTING MORALS AND DECENCY.  
The following are hereby declared to be nuisances affecting public morals and decency. 
 

1. All gambling devices, activities and premises in violation of law; 

2. All houses kept for the purpose of prostitution or where prostitution occurs; 
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3. All places where alcoholic beverages are manufactured, disposed of, consumed, 
or kept for sale in violation of law, and all alcoholic beverages and property used 
for maintaining such a place; 

4. Any vehicle used to transport illegal property, to conduct illegal activities, or for 
any other illegal purpose. 

SECTION 801.03. PUBLIC NUISANCES AFFECTING PEACE, SAFETY AND THE 
GENERAL WELFARE.  The following are declared to be nuisances affecting public peace and 
safety and the general welfare: 
 

1. All snow and ice not removed from public sidewalks 24 hours after the snow or 
other precipitation causing the condition has ceased to fall; 

2. All trees, hedges, billboards, or other obstructions which prevent persons from 
having a clear view of all traffic approaching an intersection; 

3. All wires, limbs of trees, or other obstructions which are so close to the surface of 
a sidewalk or street as to constitute a danger to pedestrians or vehicles; 

4. All excessive noises and vibrations; 

5. Obstructions and excavations in, on or under public streets, alleys, sidewalks, or 
public grounds except under such conditions as are permitted by this Code or 
other applicable law; 

6. Placing or storing on any street, sidewalk, alley, or public right-of-way any boxes, 
goods, wares, merchandise, building materials, machinery, sandwich 
board/commercial sign, business or trade article, except for the purpose of 
immediately transferring the same to some other proper place or sandwich 
boards/commercial signs that allow at least 36 inch clearance on the sidewalk (for 
purposes of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act) and are 
removed when the business is not open. 

7. Any tree, shrub, bush, or other vegetation located on private property which 
obstructs routine use or travel on any public right-of-way; 

8. Aerials or antennae erected or maintained in a dangerous manner; 

9. Any use of property abutting on a public street or sidewalk or any use of a public 
street or sidewalk which causes large crowds of people to gather, obstructing 
traffic and the free use of the street or sidewalk; 

10. All hanging signs, awnings, and other similar structures over streets and 
sidewalks, so situated so as to endanger public safety, or not constructed and 
maintained as provided by ordinance; 

11. Rain water, ice, or snow allowed to fall from any building or structure upon any 
street or sidewalk or to flow across any sidewalk; 




